MONTHLY 


REPFRRENCE LISTS. 


THE PROVIDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


VOLUME II. 


JANUARY to DECEMBER, 1882. 


PROVIDENCE, 
1882. 





PREFACE. 


THE present appears to be a fitting opportunity for stating the scope, direction, and general 
purpose of the lists furnished in this form. Starting with manuscript lists prepared at a particu- 
lar library, for individual readers, they have passed by natural stages through the successive 
forms of hectograph copies for a limited circle of readers ; printed lists in a daily newspaper for 
the benefit of a local constituency; printed lists in the Library Yournal for the benefit of other 
libraries and their readers ; reaching finally the present form of a separately issued serial publi- 
cation for the benefit of all readers who may wish to subscribe for it. With this gradually widen- 
ing circle of subscribers and readers, the essential features of the plan of references have not been 
materially changed. As regards scope, the topics here treated have been from the outset “ cur- 
rent topics,” for the most part ; matters about which most men are thinking and reading at the 
time. The exceptions to this rule have comprised in part topics which may be called ‘‘ stand- 
ard,” in distinction from ‘‘ current,” and in part topics connected with some subject specifically 
asked for by subscribers. As regards plan of construction, the only change which has been 
made occurred very early, when in passing from the manuscript to the hectograph copies, the 
simple enumeration of titles was replaced by what may be called the structural method of refer- 
ences, which has since been followed in most cases. The difference between these two methods 
may be seen by comparing the short list on ‘*‘ Cardinal Richelieu’s career ’’ in the issue for Sept., 
1881, (v. I, p. 35), with the list just preceding it, in the same number, on “ The unification of Italy.” 
In the latter case the references to authorities are marshalled, so to speak, in their relation to 
the divisions and subdivisions of the topic, rather than to the topic itself as a unit; with the 
exception, however, of certain ones more appropriately cited in the latter connection. It is at 
once obvious that each one of these methods has its advantages and its disadvantages as well. 
In favor of the structural method it is to be said (1) that by thus following an analytic principle 
the references ally themselves with the most rational and effective method of studying any topic ; 
(2) that this plan admits of greater facility in the comparison of authorities ; (3) that certain refer- 
ences in detail to specific phases of the topic would be either out of place or not readily located 
in a simple enumeration of titles; and (4) that the observed tendency of this method is to 
encourage and develop individual research. On the other hand, it is true that by the structural 
method (1) the title of a given book may be cited several times if its organic structure be such 
that this portion illustrates one branch of the topic and that portion another branch ; (2) the ten- 
dency to detail may in some instances become open to objection as overloading and defeating its 
own object ; and (3) the analysis and minute guidance to specific localities of the book may be 
regarded as taking from the reader and student the opportunity for mental exploration and 
research which never fails to afford invaluable discipline. 

It will be seen that the questions here indicated are directly connected with these two con- 
siderations ;—(1) How far ought the plan of references to go in the direction of completeness ? 
and (2) for whose benefit are the lists to be planned ? 

(1) How far? Perhaps the best answer to this question is a consideration of the purpose to 
which the lists are to be put. They are intended as “ working-lists,” and not as ‘‘ bibliographies ;” 
and therefore do not aim at being exhaustive. The bibliography, as the writer has pointed out 
in another place,* ‘‘aims at completeness for the sake of completeness ;” the working-list “ is 


* In his article on “‘ Helps for readers and librarians,” Library Fournal, May, 1882, v. 7, p. 86, 
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as complete as it serves its purpose to be.’”” We have thus a limit in the direction of complete. 
ness. The limit in the other direction is of course found in the omission of nothing of impor- 
tance. But between these two limits lies a very wide range of grades of minuteness ; the adop- 
tion of any one of them being conditioned on the nature of the subject, and ona regard fora 
symmetrical treatment of the subject. But the question whether the tendency of work like this 
is to make the student and reader feel that the work has all been done for him is too important 
a question to be overlooked. It is true that when a student takes such a view of the matter as to 
regard ‘‘ that as the end and completion of his work which is intended only as a preparation for 
it,” * he is sure to adopt indolent mental habits, whether furnished with intelligently devised 
assistance or not. But where the proper limit of minuteness in citation of authorities is not 
overstepped, and where the user of the help thus afforded is able to take a proper view of it, the 
testimony is most favorable as to the beneficial result of such work. At Harvard University, for 
instance, where the aid furnished in connection with the library has taken a similar form, the 
result is thus stated bya professor: “ So far from unfitting the writers for original work, it seems 
to me that the aid thus given induces the student to examine different authorities, and to weigh 
them carefully.’ + No less important is the question whether the extended nature of such refer- 
ences does not defeat their purpose by overloading them and thus rendering them by no means 
so useful as a shorter list; and this is perhaps best answered in connection with the second 
question : 

(2) For whom? As has already been indicated, the circle of readers and subscribers has 
been steadily widening, until it has come to include not merely ‘‘the general reader,” but 
teachers and pupils in the public schools, professors and students in colleges, editors, pub- 
lishers, booksellers, and in fact any class whose use of books may be facilitated by such 
helps. Is it possible to furnish assistance in such form as to be serviceable to all of these 
classes at the same time? That, in fact, was very properly regarded as an experiment, to be 
judged by its results. The result has proved that it is possible and practicable. 

The experiment has, however, indicated several modifications which will be made available 
hereafter : (1) While the same scale of minute reference will be observed as heretofore, asterisks 
will be employed to distinguish such citations as may be of less universal serviceableness, and 
not within easy reach of all readers ; (2) Especial pains will be taken to indicate the character- 
istics and value of the works and authorities cited ; and (3) The lists will by no means be limited 
to two pages, but will, when occasion requires, be furnished with a supplementary page. It has 
been decided to retain the plan of printing on one side only, on account of the use made of the 
lists at various libraries by cutting them apart for mounting on catalogue cards, posting on 
bulletins, etc. WILLIAM E. Foster. 
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* The writer has treated this subject more at length in an article on ‘* The specializing of reading for general 


readers,”’ Library Fournal, Feb., 1881, v. 6, p. 27. 
+ Professor T. S. Perry, cited in the 3d annual report of the Librarian of Harvard University,’ p. 10. 
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CORRECTIONS. 


Page 11, Ist column, line 15, for Quiney, read Quincy. 
Page 15, 2d column, line 15 from bottom, for addreses, read addresses. 
Page 23, 1st column, line 28, for develop, read develops. 


Page 23, 2d column, line 15 from bottom, insert fy ¥ F. Fameson. 
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